ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

in his county, but if he considered the prospects
of power in the state or of election to Congress,
then the Whig party was likely to be the party
of opposition not of power.

Whatever the influences were which made
Lincoln choose the Whigs, the fact that he did
choose them proved of great consequence. Had
he chosen the Democrats, his whole political
career might have been different. When, as time
passed, the Democratic party found itself more
and more divided upon the issue of slavery, and
when it came to base itself more on the South
and to lose the West, Lincoln would have
reached a great crisis of decision in his life.
Would he have left his party? And what future
would he have had in that event? Or would he
have influenced his party and been influenced
by them and remained with them? These specu-
lations are relatively fruitless. But it is worth
raising these questions if only to stress the fact
that there would have been nothing surprising
in Lincoln's beginning his political career as a
Democrat and coming later to hold views which
led him to oppose the Democratic party* Many
Democrats in Lincoln's time had that experi-
ence. But if it had happened to Lincoln, the
history of the United States might have been
different.

When the election for the Illinois legislature
occurred in August 1832, Lincoln was defeated.
Sangamon County was entitled to return lour
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